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Catherine Dinco
with Pretty Slick at
the 2009 Detroit
Boat Show
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n early 2008, I started the restoration of a 1959 SlickCraft 16" Pre-
miere (hull #16096) without much thought of its upcoming 50t

birthday. After one year of work, the boat had a name, looked
pretty again, and was headed off to its first boat show.
Catherine and Kevin Dinco, the third family to own the boat, had
traded their 1979 blue Ford pickup truck for the boat in
1992. The recipient of the trflck, tll:lc second owner, had By GeOﬁrey ReYnO!dS
purchased it from the original owner in 1962. When the boat fell into
the hands of the Dinco family, they were young and adventurous with

a growing family. Little did they know that their new purchase, a well-
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maintained molded plywood hull and red ma-
hogany deck, would capture their hearts for many
years to come. On this boat they enjoyed many
hours with their two children, participating in water
sports on Detroit-area lakes and rivers. Today,
Catherine refers to those as her “Camelot years.”

During a long rehabilitation from a serious
motorcycle accident, Kevin used the family boat as
a form of physical therapy. The couple parted in
2000 and the boat was initially left with Kevin. But
in 2005, Kevin gave the aging boat to Catherine to
care for and possibly restore. That is when I came
into the picture.

I have been a SlickCraft boat enthusiast for
years, having done substantial historical research on
the Slick Craft Boat Company (1954-1969). I began
my research in 2001 while restoring a 1957 Skipper-
Craft 15" Sportsman. While interviewing the owner
of that company, Jason Petroelje, about how to pro-
ceed with that boat’s restoration, we naturally dis-
cussed the history of his company and his friendship
with Slick Craft Boat Company founder, Leon
Slikkers. I became eager to find one of Slikkers’ vin-
tage boats. Months later, I had acquired two Slick-
Craft boats badly in need of restoration, and I was
once again fortunate to interview the man at the top.
Even though Slikkers, now chairman of S2 Yachts,
Inc. (builders of Tiara Yachts and Pursuit fishing
boats), was a busy man, he took time out of his
schedule to discuss his first boat venture with me.
During the lengthy interviews that followed, I grew
to love the history of the company and its products.
I began writing about them for boating magazines,
newspapers, history newsletters, and websites. And
my articles found an audience. Other Slick Craft
boat owners contacted me about their restoration to
learn more about the original construction and op-
tions that did not survive on their projects.

Catherine Dinco was one of these curious. We
communicated about the boat throughout the sum-
mer and fall of 2007 and decided that I would con-
duct a full restoration of her boat starting in early
2008. In November 2007, I traveled to Taylor, Michi-
gan, to look at the boat and meet Catherine in per-
son. A few hours later, the boat was on its way back
to Holland, its original point of manufacture, for a
full restoration that would span more than a year.

The restoration began that fall with the removal
of the modern Mercury 75 hp outboard motor, hard-
ware, aluminum rub rails and interior. The outboard
motor was in excellent condition, so I set that aside
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